Row 1: T. Helmers, T. Koppenhoefer, E. Helmers, Bernie Stowe (number 0), J. Tenover, E. Beck (holding Fritz Meyer), D.
Blaney

Row 2: P. Henry, T. Gallagher, J. Pearson, Earl Helmers, J. Furlong, B. Kneer

Row 3: J. Dietz, Bill Duwal, B. Brennan, L. Panaro, D. McAuley

Row 4: C. Newman, F. Wernke, J. lori, P. Drennan, George Hensler, Dick Holmes

For many American men in the 1940s and 1950s, organized sports did not end with high school.

In fact, in working-class neighborhoods, ethnic communities, factories, churches, military bases,
and small towns, adult amateur sports were woven deeply into social life.

The sports world looked very different from today. Television was limited, suburbanization was

just beginning, and communities were more local and tightly knit. Men often continued playing
baseball or football into their 20s, 30s, and sometimes 40s.

Adult Baseball in the 1940s and 1950s

Town Teams and Industrial Leagues

One of the biggest forms of organized adult baseball was the town team or industrial league.



Factories, steel mills, railroads, breweries, banks, and machine shops sponsored teams.
Companies did this partly for worker morale and partly for prestige.

A factory team might include:

o former high school stars

e ex-minor leaguers

e returning WWII veterans

e local men who simply loved baseball

Games were serious and competitive. Entire towns came out to watch on summer evenings and
Sundays.

Ethnic and Neighborhood Teams

In cities like Cincinnati, Cleveland, Chicago, Pittsburgh, and St. Louis, many teams formed
around:

o [talian neighborhoods
e German clubs

e Catholic parishes

e unions

e veterans organizations

A team was often an extension of identity and pride.
Winning mattered.

Semi-Pro Baseball

There was a huge layer between casual baseball and Major League Baseball called semi-pro
baseball.

Players were technically amateurs but were often quietly paid:
e cash under the table
o jobs with lighter workloads
e travel money
o free meals or housing

Some semi-pro teams drew thousands of spectators.

In the Midwest especially, Sunday baseball was enormous. Doubleheaders became community
events with picnics, beer, and music.

The Role of WWII Veterans



World War II had a massive effect.

Millions of young men returned from military service having:
e played baseball in service leagues
o stayed physically active

e developed strong camaraderie

Many resumed sports immediately after returning home. Adult leagues boomed in the late 1940s
because of this.

Minor League Connections

The baseball ecosystem was far larger than today:
e hundreds of minor league teams
o regional barnstorming clubs

o traveling independent teams

A good player in a local league might still dream of being noticed by scouts.

Adult Football in the 1940s and 1950s

Football was different because it was much more physically punishing.
Semi-Pro and Sandlot Football

Adult football existed mainly through:
e semi-pro teams
e industrial teams
e military teams
o “sandlot” football clubs
These were rough, local organizations.
Many players worked full-time jobs Monday through Friday and played on weekends.
Equipment was primitive by modern standards:
e thin leather helmets early on

e limited padding
o little medical oversight



Broken noses, shoulder injuries, and concussions were common and often simply accepted.

Community Identity
Semi-pro football teams often represented:

neighborhoods

unions

police or fire departments
ethnic clubs

e veterans organizations

Games attracted passionate local crowds.

In some places, especially Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Illinois, adult football had almost a blue-
collar gladiator culture around it.

Former College Players
Many adult football players had:
e played high school football
e maybe one or two years of college ball

o military football during the war

Only a tiny percentage reached the NFL, which was still relatively small and not yet America’s
dominant sport.

For many men, local semi-pro football was their highest level of competition.

Why Organized Adult Sports Were So Important

1. Community and Brotherhood
Sports gave men:

o friendship

e ritual

e identity

e social standing

A team was often like an extended family.



2. Physical Outlet

Many jobs were physically demanding already, but sports provided:

excitement

competition

pride

escape from routine factory life

3. Continuity After Youth

Today many adults stop organized sports after school.
In the 1940s and 1950s, there was a much stronger expectation that athletic life could continue.

4. Less Passive Entertainment
There were:

o fewer TV channels

e 1o internet

e 1o video games

People participated more directly in local civic and recreational life.

The Decline

By the 1960s and 1970s, many of these adult leagues began fading because of:

suburbanization
television

longer commuting
declining factory culture
liability concerns

e changing work patterns

Adult softball gradually replaced much adult baseball because it was easier on the body and
easier to organize.

Adult football declined even more sharply because of injuries and insurance costs.

One Thing Modern People Often Miss



For many men of that era, especially working-class men, sports were not mainly about “fitness.”
They were about:

e belonging

e toughness

e local pride

e male friendship

o carrying youthful identity into adulthood

A 32-year-old machinist playing Sunday baseball in 1952 might still feel connected to:
e his neighborhood
e his wartime buddies
e his father’s generation

e the dreams he had at 18

That continuity was culturally important in a way that is harder to find today.

PRICE HILL OLDTIMERS HALL OF FAME

T'ri-State

Rog Niklas belted a triple,
double and single as Cheviot
won its seventh in eight tries,
13-1, over Madisonville at Robb
Avenue, Glen Groh, George
Hensler and John Murphy had a
double and single and Dick
Hauck hit a triple and single for
the winners,

Ronnie Brickner was the win-
ner. July 1955 Cincinnati Enquier



Tri-State

Cheviot had a 2-1 margin
when Joe Gutzweiler of Cleves
drove in the tving run in the
top of the ninth with two out,
George Hensler, Rog Niklas,
Dick Hauck and Ron Brickner
had two hits for the winners.
Joe Siever collected two of the
seven Cleves safeties. Brickner
was the victor,

RHE

Cleves-No, Berd 000 100 001 0 2 7 2

Cheviol .eeeveee 010 001 000 1— 312 2

Batteries: Ross and Thompson. Brickner
and Groh.

May 31, 1955

George Hensler, 61. Mack

Ex-ballplayer had wonderful experiences during last years

BY TERRY FLYNN

The Cincinnati Enquirer

‘George Hensler experienced many wonderful
thlr)gs' in thc; three years after he had an automatic
defibrillator implanted near his heart.

“He was inducted into the Price Hill Old Timers
Hall of Fame,"” said a daughter, Denise Schenke. “And
he wanted to be around when his youngest son
graduated from high school. He saw that last year.”

Mr. Hensler of Mack was one of the first people in
Cincinnati to have the defibrillator installed at Good
Samaritan Hospital. The device stimulates a heart
that is quivering rapidly.

Mr. Hensler, who would have turned 62 on Thurs-
day, lost his battle with heart disease on New Year's
Day at Good Samaritan,

He was a Price Hill native and played baseball in
the Cleveland Indians and Brooklyn Dodgers minor-
league farm systems in the late 1940s,

Mr. Hensler helped start an athletic association at
St. William Church in Price Hill in 1967 and later was
active in sports at Our Lady of Visitation parish. He

coached football and basket-
ball teams.

He worked in sales for Key
GMC Truck from 1960 to
1980 and with Truckway
Leasing from 1980 until he
retired in 1988.

Mr. Hensler also is sur-
vived by his wife, Dorothy
Gray Hensler; five other

Paff, Joan Hensler and Mary
Jo Pratt; four sons, George
N. IIl, Thomas A., Anthony
P. and Michael D.; a brother, Daniel F. Hensler; four
sisters, Patricia Haverland, Virginia Farquer, Margie
Bleh and Mary Heroux; and 14 grandchildren. All the
survivors are from Greater Cincinnati.

A Mass will be said at 10 a.m. today at Our Lady of
Visitation Church, South Road. Burial will be in St.
Joseph New Cemetery, Cincinnati.

George Hensler

daughters, Anne Murphy, |
Therese Hemmer, Elizabeth |
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George Hensler

George Nelson Hensler
Born: 1929

Primary Position:

Bats: Right

Throws: Right

Height: 5'11"

Weight: 175

Career: 1948-1950

George Hensler compiled a career batting average of .242 with 5 home runs and 0 RBI in his 76-game career with the Hornell Maple Leafs, Marysville Peaches and Riverside
Rubes. He began playing during the 1948 season and last took the field during the 1950 campaign.

Pitching:

Year Level Lg Team W L W% ERA G GS GF CG SHO sv IP H R ER HR BB IBB SO HBP BK WP BF
1950 D FARW Marysville Peaches 10 0.0

Totals 0 0 10 0 0 0 0 0 00 0 O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Batting:

Year Level Lg Team GP PA AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI SB CS BB SO BA OBP SLG OPS TB DP HBP SH SF IBB
1948 D NYPL Hornell Maple Leafs 31 132 132 27 4 1 4 .205 205 341 .545 45

1950 C SUSE Riverside Rubes 15 35 35 " 3 1 0 314 .314 457 771 16

1950 D FARW Marysville Peaches 30 69 69 19 5 0 1 275 275 391 667 27

Totals 76 236 236 0 57 12 2 5 0 0 0 242 242 373 614 88 0 0 0 0 0
Minor League Service:

Year Level League Team Affiliation First Appearance Final Appearance

1948 D PONY League Hornell Maple Leafs

1950 D Far West League Marysville Peaches

1950 C Sunset League Riverside Rubes



