
1870 Census

John Ruthman age 8 in 1870
--his father is a blacksmith born in Hanover in 1824
--and his mother is from Oldenburg born in 1828
--lived at 705 Race street in 1864
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Ed was oldest.  
Born 1889.  

1908 graduate of 
OMI

Ed’s story of the 
early days of The 
Ruthman Machinery 
Co



1917.  216 E 2nd street building 
condemned.

John (father) loaned $3000.

Arthur (brother, who became a 
priest) loaned $1000.

Alois (now 20 years old in 
2017….”should have been”…)

“the three bemoaned their fate and 
walked out on me to wallow…”



1913 Major Flood

1917 2nd Street Building Condemned



O’Conor and Faber
Formica Co.
..owed $2000



O’Conor and Faber
Formica Co.
….dad was credit 
man…demanded I do no more 
business with O’Conor



Passing the Victor Shields site on 
Third Street… recalling back to 
April 1915.  Vic Shields died in 
Lusitania In May 1915.







Joseph Lazarus Co.
was a millinery firm specializing in 

women's hats, historically located on 
Elm Street in downtown Cincinnati. 
The company no longer exists as a 
standalone business; the larger 
Lazarus department store chain, with 
which it was associated, was fully 
converted to the Macy's brand name 
in 2005.

The Joseph Lazarus Co. operated as a 
millinery business, known for its lavish 
offerings. It was separate from, but 
associated with, the larger F. & R. 
Lazarus & Co. department store chain 
(headquartered in Columbus, Ohio), 
which imported high-end, Paris-made 
millinery and couture items under a 
"Lazarus Paris-Cincinnati" label for its 
clientele.

https://www.google.com/viewer/place?mid=/g/1wrtdjq4&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj67quc_sWRAxX-AHkGHSkjNKIQqdYPegQIAhAC




John married Maltilda Pistner.  
His older brother Ben married Margaret Pistner.



Daredevil 
Charles Hayes

Ludlow Lagoon 
Motor Cycle 
Racing Dome





The Plageman Draying Company was a historical, family-
run horse-drawn drayage business in Cincinnati, active 
from at least the late 19th century into the age of motor 
trucks.

•Early Operations: Records from the 1880s list a Herman 
Plagemann as a "teamster," indicating he operated a 
horse-drawn wagon for hauling goods.

•Company Formation: By the early 20th century, the 
business was formally established as the H. Plageman 
Drayage Co., operating from an address at 124 E 2d 
Street. Herman Plageman was the proprietor at this time.

•Generational Business: The business appears to have 
been a family affair. City directories from the 1930s and 
1940s mention Herman Plageman Sr. as president and 
treasurer of "Plageman, Inc." and Lawrence C. Plageman 
Jr. as secretary, suggesting a multi-generational 
continuation and incorporation of the business.



1912



Matilda 
Pistner 

Ruthman
Feb 8, 1929



Ruthman  -- March 6, 1930



Philomena Ruthman Thuman
Nov 24, 1930



Apr 26, 1941



July 23, 1941



April 11, 1942



Sept 29, 1947



June 8, 1962



Oct 5, 1964



Nov 13, 1964



May 13, 1977



Aug 20, 1966



Aug 4, 1980



Sept 12, 1981



Oct 27, 1982



Nov 6, 1990
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