
The Irish Connection on the Hensler Side:  

Main Story 

This traces the Irish roots of the Hensler family through the Murray and Carroll lines and places 
those ancestors within the larger historical struggles of Ireland and early America. It connects 
family genealogy with the broader themes of famine, immigration, hardship, faith, labor, and 
resilience. 

Irish Origins 

The Irish ancestry comes primarily through: 

• Mary Murray → family roots in County Galway 
• Thomas Carroll → born in County Tipperary 
• Margaret Blackburn Carroll → born in County Meath 

Why They Left Ireland 

The story places your ancestors within two major pressures: 

1. The Penal Laws 

• Anti-Catholic laws restricted voting, land ownership, education, professions, and 
inheritance. 

• Catholic families such as the Murray and Dooley families would have lived under these 
limitations.  

2. The Potato Famine (1845–1850) 

• Potato blight destroyed the primary food source of millions. 
• Tenant farmers often had no land ownership and could not survive after crop failures. 
• Evictions, poverty, and migration followed.  

Thomas Carroll's Journey 

Thomas Carroll's story becomes a major thread: 

• Likely arrived as an Irish immigrant laborer. 
• Lived near Fairfax Station, Virginia, with his family by 1860.  
• Probably worked building the Orange and Alexandria Railroad, which recruited many 

Irish immigrants for difficult hand labor.  
• Irish workers around Fairfax built St. Mary of Sorrows Catholic Church, showing the 

importance of faith and community.  



Civil War Disruption 

Thomas and his family lived directly beside major Civil War events: 

• Near First and Second Manassas (Bull Run) battles. 
• The railroad where he likely worked became strategically important. 
• Nearby St. Mary of Sorrows Church served as a field hospital where Clara 

Barton worked before founding the Red Cross.  

Family stories suggest: 

• Thomas opposed slavery and left Virginia. 
• Another family tradition says he accepted work managing horses during a stop in 

Cincinnati, which brought the family to Ohio.  

Cincinnati and the Next Generation 

By the late 1860s: 

• Thomas Carroll owned or worked a peach farm on Harrison Pike near Cincinnati.  
• Later generations lived in three-generation households, blending Irish and German 

branches of the family together.  

Overall Theme 

This is much more than a genealogy chart. It tells a larger story: 

Irish Catholic families endured discrimination, famine, dangerous immigrant labor, war, and 
relocation—but continued building families, farms, churches, and communities for future 
generations. 

For your KeepGoingKeepLoving project, the strongest underlying message may be: 

"The Irish connection was not just where the family came from. It was an inheritance of 
endurance — people who kept moving, kept working, kept believing, and kept loving despite 
hardship." 

 


