
The Long Gray Line on the Long Grey Trail 

Ancestors of Tommy Hensler 

 

Essentially all of my ancestors came from Europe.  The above chart shows all my ancestors going back 5 

generations.  This outer ring shows my ancestors who were born before the Civil War (1861-1864). 

Who crossed the ocean and when?   The immigrants are highlighted in yellow.  The Italians were the last 

to arrive in the 1900 timeframe.   My German, Irish, and English ancestors came mostly in the 1830-1855 

timeframe, and some of them were influenced by the Great Potato Famine (1845-1852). 

The one line that goes back the farthest into American History is the Gray/Hicks family.    This story 

starts with my 8th Great Grand Father in Europe, and then moves through New York, then Delaware, 

then the Shenandoah Valley in Virginia, then Eastern Tennessee, then Atlanta Georgia, and then finally 

Cincinnati.  The Gray line follows the Long Grey Trail. 

 

 

 



 

8th GGF 

 My 8th Great Grand Father was Isaiah Harrison.   

 1666:  Isaiah was born in Chester, Cheshire England 

 1687:  Isaiah sailed from Chester or Liverpool, England on the ship “Spotted Calf”, and landed in 

Oyster Bay, Long Island, New York. 

 1687-1702:  Lived in Oyster Bay, Long Island, NY 

 1702-1721:  Lived in Smithtown, Long Island, NY 

 1721-1736:  Lived in Sussex Co, Delaware (Maiden Plantation) 

 1737-1738:  With his extended family, started the migration to the Shenandoah Valley.  Isaiah 

died before they reached their final homes. 

 Isaiah was a blacksmith.   His full signature appears on all deeds and papers at Oyster Bay, 

evidence that he had been taught to write in his youth. 

 About 1688 Isaiah married Elizabeth Wright, a daughter of Gideon Wright and his wife Elizabeth 

Townsend.   Isaiah purchased from John Wright and his wife Mary 100 acres near Suckscall's 

wigwam, part of the last general purchase from the Matinecock Indians dated 9 January 1685. 

This was purchased for 60 pounds current money of New York.  Suckscall was an Indian chief; his 

wigwam was located at what is now known as Brookville (Wolver Hollow), Long Island, a few 

miles southwest of the town spot of Oyster Bay. No doubt Isaiah Harrison was the first white 

man to live on this land.  By 1690 he was a freeholder of the town and over the next few years 

received 81 more acres of town land.  

 



 
 

 This deed gave him one whole right of commonage on the condition that he remained a resident 

in this town for 7 full years.  If he moved away before 7 years, then this right would be forfeited.  

Should he die before the 7 years, then his wife and heirs would receive the right immediately.     

It appears that the town made this deal because they were in great need of a blacksmith to 

create and repair the iron tools needed for their agricultural community. 

 The term FREEHOLDER was established in Colonial Times when only men who held their land 

“free and clear” were eligible to be chosen for membership on the county governing body. 

 Isaiah and his first wife had the following children while living in Oyster Bay:  Isaiah 1689, John 

1691, Gideon 1694, Mary 1696, and Elizabeth 1698. 

 Isaiah married a second time after his first wife died.  About 1700, he married Abigail Smith at 

Oyster Bay.  Together they had the following children:  Daniel 1701 (my 7th Great Grand Father), 

Thomas 1704, Jeremiah 1707, Abigail 1710, Samuel 1712. 

 Several Harrisons married members of the Craven family.  Daniel married Margaret Cravens, 

Thomas married Sarah Cravens, and Mary married Robert Cravens.    Both families became early 

settlers of the Shenandoah Valley. 

 1702:  After Daniel was born, Isaiah sold all his lands in Oyster Bay.  The price was 400 pounds 

current lawful money of New York. His second wife, Abigail, made her mark on the deed. That 

same day he bought 500 acres in Smithtown, Long Island, for the same 400 pounds.  He 

prospered here as a farmer and in 1708 added 200 more acres.  

 1722:   Isaiah sold his land in Smithtown NY.  Earlier in 1721, Isaiah and Abigail bought lands in 

the Broadkill hundred of Sussex County, Pennsylvania (later Delaware). This was about eight 

miles from the Town of Lewes. Then on 10 October 1732 he sold to his three sons (Thomas 

Harrison, Daniel Harrison, and Jeremiah Harrison) 250 acres.  This was part of his 907 acres 

Maiden Plantation. His second wife is not mentioned in these deeds, so presumably Abigail had 

died by then. 

 1736:  Isaiah disposed of the remaining 150 acres of Maiden Plantation. Then the family moved 

together to Virginia.    They took a ship from Lewes Delaware and journeyed by water to the old 

town of Bellhaven, on the Potomac, later called Alexandria.  About a week was required to make 



the long voyage around Cape Charles.   From there, they went through Thornton's Gap into the 

Shenandoah Valley.  There were sixteen in the party that crossed the ridge, brothers and half 

brothers, with their families.    

 At first they camped for a while along the South Fork of the Shenandoah River near where the 

"White House" in Page County now stands.   From this base they explored the surrounding 

country.  Here the Isaiah Harrison died and was buried. He did not live to see his children settled 

in their new homes.   He was buried by Massanutten Mountain in 1738. 

 Eventually they camped at the various springs where they finally settled. John settled at the Big 

Spring, now called Lacey Spring. Thomas settled at the head spring of Cook's Creek, the present 

site of Harrisonburg. Daniel settled a short distance from Thomas where Dayton now is. Samuel 

located on the head waters of Linville's Creek, a few miles north of Daniel  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7th GGF 

  My 7th Great Grand Father is Daniel Harrison. 

 1701:  Daniel was born in Long Island NY.    

 1738:  First settler in Dayton Virginia 

 1749:   Built stone home that still stands today. 

  
 Daniel Harrison’s house was built in 1749.  It is museum today celebrating Daniel as one of the 

early settlers in the Harrisonburg area. The house, located on Cook's Creek, is just a light stroll 



from the center of Dayton Virginia.   In the 1750's marauding bands of Indians frequently 

roamed the area threatening settlers. Daniel Harrison's solidly built stone house was a natural 

fort to which it is said he added a stockade and is today referred to as Fort Harrison. Today, Fort 

Harrison has been furnished in the period with generous donations, some of which came from 

the Harrison family. Fort Harrison is a tangible reminder of the pioneer spirit and rich heritage of 

the Shenandoah Valley. 

 Daniel and his brothers were prominent members of this early Shenandoah community, and 

they are discussed in detail in the book SETTLERS BY THE LONG GREY TRAIL.   This trail brought 

Daniel and his family face to face with endless encounters and exchanges as early pioneers and 

traders and travelers passed their way.  Their homes were right on this main road through the 

frontier. 

  

  



 1745:  The new court in Augusta and Rockingham County assigned builders and care-takers of 

the new improved road.  Harrisons, Cravens, and Herron families are all given tasks related to 

the road.  All men were to provide one day per week of labor to build and maintain this key 

road. 

  
 Daniel Harrison moved to the Shenandoah Valley from Delaware about 1738 and settled on 

Naked Creek, Augusta County, in what is now Rockingham County.  In 1749 he purchased a 120-
acre tract of land on Cook's Creek and built his stone house - the front portion of today's 
structure. 

 The years leading up to the French and Indian War (1756-1763) were times of considerable 
danger for settlers in the Shenandoah Valley.  As a captain in the militia and a large landowner, 
Daniel Harrison was a prominent leader in the community. His solidly built stone house was a 
natural fort when raiding parties of Indians roamed the area. He is said to have added a 
stockade to enclose the house, as well as an underground tunnel to a nearby spring.  

 Fort Harrison, as the house became known, was also the home of Benjamin Harrison, a son of 
Daniel's who served as a militia officer during the Revolution. Benjamin's son, Peachy Harrison, 
was the last Harrison to own the house. Peachy Harrison and his family lived in Harrisonburg, 
where he was a local physician. 

 Daniel and Margret had the following children:  Robert 1725, Daniel Jr 1727, Jesse 1729, Mary 
1733, Jane 1735, my 6th GGM Abigail 1738, and Benjamin 1741. 

  

6th GGM 

 Abigail is my 6th Great Grand Mother born in 1738. 

 She married Jeremiah Reagan who was born in Pennsylvania in 1735.  They lived in Rockingham 

County (Shenandoah Valley) during the Revolutionary War.  Later on, they moved on down the 

Long Grey Trail into Eastern Tennessee.   

 Jeremiah supplied materials for the Continental Army during the Revolutionary War, and he is 

listed as a soldier in that army.  He died in Jonesboro TN in 1811.  His grave marker in Uriel 

Cemetery was erected by the DAR Daughters of the American Revolution in 1934. 

 Abigail was born in 1738 in Sussex Delaware.  As an infant, she moved with the family as they 

journeyed into the Shenandoah Valley.  She married Jeremiah in 1764 and together they had 



Daniel 1766, Margaret 1769, Jane 1772, John 1775, Benjamin 1778, Sarah Ann 1781, my 5th 

Great Grand Father Jeremiah 1784, and Mary 1790. 

 My ancestors services in the fight for American Independence are shown below: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5th GGF 

 My 5th Great Grand Father was Jeremiah Reagan born in 1784. 

 Jeremiah ended up in Monroe Co Tennessee.   If you follow Interstate 81 from Harrisonburg 

Virginia straight down through the valley all the way to the red arrow at Monroe Co Tennessee, 

you can see the route traveled by our ancestors and thousands more just like them.   Interstate 

81 essentially follows the Long Grey Trail that goes back hundreds of years. 

  
 Jeremiah and Rachel Reagan are buried in Mt Vernon (Monroe Co) Tennessee 

  
 Jeremiah and Rachel had a daughter named Mary Ann Reagin, my 4th Great Grand Mother 

 



 

4th GGM 

 Mary Ann Reagin was my 4th Great Grand Mother.   She was born in Tennessee in 1819 and died 

in Atlanta GA in 1886.   

 She married Robert Walker Hicks in 1842 in Monroe Tennessee.  He was born there in 1822. 

 
 R.W. Hicks and Mary Ann had Isaac 1844 and Easter J 1845.  Easter J Hicks was my 3rd Great 

Grand Mother. 

 

 

3rd GGM 

 Easter Hicks is my 3rd Great Grand Mother.  She was born 1845 in Tennessee. 

 Easter married William H Gray.   William was born in Atlanta (1844) and died in Atlanta 

Georgia(1889).  William H Gray was the son of James D Gray who was from Scotland.  James D 

Gray parents were from Scotland but James was born on the sea in 1808 on his way to America. 

William Gray died 2-28-1889 at the age of 45.  He 
is buried in the historic Oakland Cemetery in 
downtown Atlanta (close to where he lived and 
worked).  This shows the plot numbers.   The only 
grave marker is the one for Virgil Valentine.   Virgil 
is a descendent from Samuel Gray’s sister Anna 
who married a Valentine. 

 
 



  
 

  
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 Wm Gray and Easter Hicks had Isabella 1866, Annie 1867, William H 1871, and Samuel S Gray 

1876 (my 2nd Great Grand Father) 

 



 

This map shows the general path 
from Long Island to Delaware then 
by ship to Alexandria Virginia then 
through the Thornton Gap into the 
Shenandoah Valley and then down 
the Long Grey Trail into Tennessee 
and then finally into Atlanta. 
 
Now just one more move from 
Atlanta to Cincinnati. 
 

 

2nd GGF 

 Samuel S Gray is my 2nd Great Grand Father.  He was born in Atlanta in 1876 and died in 

Cincinnati in 1923. 

 He married Anna Marie Molloy in 1896.  She was born in Marietta Ohio in 1874. 

Samuel worked as a printer.  He worked at Franklin 
Printing and Publishing Company in 1900 in 
Atlanta. 
 

 
 



 Here are three pictures of Anna Molloy Gray 

  
  

  



  
 Samuel died on TB in 1923.  He died at the Dunham TB Hospital.  His death certificate clearly 

shows that his dad was William from Atlanta and Esther Hicks from Tennessee. 

  
 Samuel and Anna had Clarence in 1898, my 1st Great Grand Father. 



 

1st GGF 

 Clarence Gray is my 1st Great Grand Father who was born in 1898.    

  
 He married Genevieve Wright born in 1903 

  

 

 



  



  

Clarence was born in 
Atlanta in 1898.  In 1910 he 
was a paperboy still in 
Atlanta.  Around 1920 he 
was a street car conductor 
in Cincinnati.  By 1924, he 
was a printer like his father 
Samuel.  He worked as a 
printer until he died in 
1949. 

 



 

Grandma 

 Dorothy Gray was born in 1932.  She married George Hensler. 

  
 Grandma Dotty and me. 

  

 



My Parents 

  
 Mom and Dad and me. 

 



 
 

 ANCESTORS WHO LIVED BY or TRAVELED ON  
THE LONG GREY TRAIL 



 


