
Uncle Paul Hensler's World War II Journey

Based on the notes, photographs, and research compiled in your document, Uncle Paul's story is
much more than a list of dates and locations. It is the journey of a young American engineer-soldier
who traveled from the farms and towns of the Midwest to the battlefields of Europe, witnessing
history at some of the most critical moments of World War II. The handwritten Red Cross notes he
left behind became a roadmap that allows us to retrace his path from Wisconsin to Germany and
ultimately to victory in Europe.

Uncle Paul Hensler's World War II Journey

Chapter 1: Leaving Home

Like many young Americans of his generation, Paul Hensler answered his country's call during the
largest war the world had ever known. By the summer of 1944, the war had already reached a
turning point. Allied forces had landed in Normandy on D-Day, liberated Rome, and were pushing
steadily toward Germany. Yet victory was still far from certain.

On August 18, 1944, Paul departed Camp McCoy, Wisconsin, a major Army training center that
prepared thousands of soldiers for overseas service. The departure marked the end of training and
the beginning of uncertainty. For months he had learned military discipline, engineering skills, and
the routines of Army life. Now he was heading toward combat.

The next day he arrived at Camp Kilmer, New Jersey, one of America's great embarkation centers.
More than 1.3 million servicemen passed through Camp Kilmer on their way to Europe. Here
soldiers received final processing, equipment checks, and farewells before boarding ships bound
for war.

For many soldiers, Camp Kilmer was the last piece of American soil they would ever see.

Chapter 2: Across the Atlantic

On August 25, 1944, Paul boarded the troopship Largs Bay. Two days later, the ship sailed from
New York Harbor. The Atlantic crossing was dangerous. German U-boats still prowled the ocean,
and troop transports often traveled in large convoys for protection.

The Largs Bay had already survived years of wartime service. Originally built as a passenger liner,
it had been converted into a troopship and carried thousands of soldiers around the world. Paul
joined one of the many convoys that transported Allied troops to Britain during the crucial final year
of the war.

For nearly two weeks the convoy crossed the ocean. Soldiers crowded into bunks, played cards,
wrote letters, and wondered what awaited them overseas. They knew that somewhere beyond the
horizon was Europe—a continent scarred by five years of war.

On September 8, Paul arrived safely in Liverpool, England.

Chapter 3: England and Preparation for Combat

England was both a sanctuary and a staging ground. Allied armies were pouring men and
equipment into the country in preparation for the final assault on Nazi Germany.

Paul spent time in Bournemouth and later at Camp Hursley near Winchester. These weeks were
devoted to organizing equipment, receiving assignments, and preparing for movement to the
continent.

The war felt close. German V-1 flying bombs still struck England. Troops moved constantly through
camps, rail stations, and ports. Everyone understood that the invasion of Europe was underway
and that their turn would soon come.

For Paul and his fellow engineer soldiers, their mission would be different from that of infantrymen.
Engineers were builders and problem solvers. They constructed roads, repaired bridges, crossed
rivers, and enabled armies to advance. Without engineers, tanks could not move, supplies could



not reach the front, and offensives could not continue.

Chapter 4: Landing in France

On September 30, 1944, Paul crossed the English Channel aboard the S.S. Pearl Harbor. The
following day he landed on Utah Beach in Normandy. Just four months earlier, Utah Beach had
been one of the sites of the D-Day invasion. Thousands of Americans had fought and died there.
Now it served as a major gateway through which Allied reinforcements entered France.

Paul's arrival marked his first step onto continental Europe.

From Utah Beach he moved inland through St. Germain, De Marville, and Les Pieux near
Cherbourg. Everywhere were reminders of the recent battles—destroyed buildings, military traffic,
temporary depots, and endless streams of soldiers moving eastward.

The Allied armies were advancing rapidly after the breakout from Normandy. Their destination was
Germany itself.

Chapter 5: The Long Road Across France and Belgium

By late October 1944, Paul's unit moved by motor convoy through France and Belgium toward the
front lines. One of the most remarkable entries in his notes records a 450-mile movement to the
area around Liège, Belgium.

The war in Western Europe had become a race. Allied forces sought to maintain momentum while
the Germans desperately attempted to regroup. Convoys clogged roads. Engineers repaired
bridges and highways damaged by retreating German forces.

As Paul traveled across liberated towns and villages, he witnessed a continent emerging from
occupation. People welcomed Allied soldiers as liberators. Yet signs of destruction were
everywhere.

His engineer unit was becoming increasingly important as Allied armies approached Germany's
borders.

Chapter 6: Into Germany

During November 1944, Paul moved through Holland and into western Germany. One of his most
significant assignments involved construction of one of the first fixed timber bridges in Germany,
supporting armored divisions advancing into enemy territory.

This was classic combat engineering.

While infantry seized ground, engineers made it possible to hold and exploit those gains. Bridges
had to be built quickly, often under threat of enemy fire. Rivers that might stop an army for days had
to be crossed in hours.

Paul's work directly supported advancing armored units. Every bridge represented a vital link in the
Allied drive toward the Rhine River and the German heartland.

The work was dangerous, exhausting, and often performed near active combat zones.

Chapter 7: The Battle of the Bulge

In December 1944, the war took a sudden and dramatic turn.

On December 16, Germany launched its final major offensive in the Ardennes Forest. The Battle of
the Bulge began. German forces attempted to split Allied armies and force a negotiated peace.

Paul's notes place him in eastern Belgium during this critical period. On December 24 he moved to
Hongen in support of the 29th Infantry Division and operations associated with the fighting around
Bastogne.

For weeks the outcome remained uncertain.

The winter was brutal. Roads were clogged with snow, mud, refugees, and military traffic.
Engineers worked continuously to keep transportation routes open and bridges functional. Without
those routes, reinforcements and supplies could not reach the front.



The Germans ultimately failed. Bastogne held. Allied forces regained the initiative.

But thousands of Americans were killed, wounded, or missing. Paul and his fellow soldiers had
survived one of the war's most desperate moments.

Chapter 8: Crossing the Roer and the Rhine

By February 1945, Allied forces were preparing for the final invasion of Germany.

Paul participated in operations associated with the Roer River crossing, one of the last major
barriers before the Rhine. His notes specifically mention the crossing beginning on February 23.

Soon afterward his unit moved to Anrath, near the Rhine River. Patrols crossed the river while
Allied planners prepared for the decisive push into central Germany.

Crossing the Rhine was one of the great military achievements of the European campaign. German
leaders believed the river would stop Allied armies. Instead, engineers built bridges, ferries, and
crossings that enabled hundreds of thousands of troops and vehicles to move eastward.

For engineer soldiers like Paul, this was the culmination of months of training and experience.

Their work literally built the road to victory.

Chapter 9: Witnessing the End of Nazi Germany

During April 1945, Paul advanced rapidly across Germany.

He moved through Rheda, Eisbergen, Hannover, Colbe, Salzwedel, Rinteln, and Lehrte. His notes
show almost constant movement as Allied forces shattered the remaining German defenses.

But these final weeks brought more than military success.

On April 17, Paul traveled to Gardelegen and recorded seeing approximately 200 people who had
been murdered by Nazi SS troops.

This entry is perhaps the most haunting in all of his notes.

Like many Allied soldiers, Paul encountered evidence of Nazi atrocities as Germany collapsed.
Such experiences profoundly affected veterans and often remained difficult to discuss for the rest of
their lives.

His notes suggest that he saw firsthand some of the terrible consequences of the regime the Allies
had fought to defeat.

These experiences help explain why so many veterans rarely spoke about the war after they
returned home.

Chapter 10: Victory in Europe

On May 8, 1945, Germany officially surrendered.

VE Day—Victory in Europe Day—had arrived. Paul recorded being in the Rhine Valley region
around Wiesbaden, Rüdesheim, Lorch, Kaub, Koblenz, and Vallendar as the war ended.

The celebrations were joyous, but they were also reflective.

For Paul, the journey had begun months earlier in Wisconsin. Since then he had crossed the
Atlantic, landed in France, moved through Belgium and Holland, entered Germany, supported
major offensives, survived the Battle of the Bulge, crossed great rivers, and witnessed the collapse
of the Third Reich.

Millions of soldiers had participated in the Allied victory. Each had a unique story. Paul's story was
recorded not in a formal diary or memoir, but in five pages of handwritten notes on a Red Cross
pad. Those simple notes became a remarkable historical record.

Conclusion: The Quiet Legacy

Perhaps the most striking part of Uncle Paul's story is that he rarely talked about it.



Many veterans returned home, built families, worked jobs, and carried their memories privately.
They seldom described the fear, exhaustion, loss, and responsibility they had experienced. Yet
their service shaped the modern world.

Paul's journey reminds us that history is often preserved not by famous generals or politicians, but
by ordinary people who quietly did extraordinary things.

A few handwritten notes survived.

From those notes emerges the story of a young American who crossed an ocean, helped build the
path of an advancing army, witnessed both humanity's worst cruelty and its greatest sacrifice, and
lived to see freedom triumph in Europe.

That is Uncle Paul's World War II journey.


