Thomas, the Battaglia photograph is a wonderful artifact because it captures a moment when an
entire regional food-distribution ecosystem was changing from horses to motor trucks. Looking
at the truck, I would guess the photo is roughly 1910-1918, right at the transition period. The
sign "Battaglia Bros. Fruits & Vegetables" suggests they had grown beyond a simple pushcart
operation into a wholesale-retail distribution business.

The Cincinnati—Covington Produce Ecosystem (1890-1915)

Think of it as a living network very similar to the steamboat ecosystem we discussed.
The Five Connected Zones
1. Long-Distance Supply Sources
Produce arrived from several regions:
Local Tri-State Farms
e Northern Kentucky
e Hamilton County
e Butler County
e Clermont County

¢ Indiana river bottoms

These farms supplied:

e Apples

e Potatoes
e (Cabbage
e Onions

e Com

e Beans

e Seasonal vegetables

Southern Sources
Through the expanding rail system:

e Georgia peaches

o Florida oranges

e Alabama produce

e Mississippi Valley fruits

Imported Mediterranean Products
Italian merchants often imported:

e Lemons



e Olives

¢ Olive oil

e Dried fruits

e Specialty foods

2. Transportation Gateways
River Landings

Much produce entered Cincinnati via the Ohio River.
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Steamboats brought:

Southern fruits
Watermelons
Citrus

Bananas

General freight



Produce was unloaded at:
e Public Landing
o FEast End river wharves

e Covington river landings

The same riverfront that supported the steamboat yards also supplied food to the city.

Railroad Depots
By 1890-1910 railroads were becoming even more important.

Major rail lines connected Cincinnati to:

o Florida

e Georgia

¢ New Orleans
e Chicago

e St. Louis

Railroads made year-round fruit distribution possible.

A crate of oranges could travel from Florida to Cincinnati in days instead of weeks.

3. Wholesale Markets
This was the critical hub.
Most produce did not go directly from railroad or river to storefront.
Instead it moved through wholesale commission houses and produce markets.
The largest concentrations were near:
o Findlay Market
e Front Street

o Water Street
e Race Street market district
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A typical chain looked like:

Georgia peach grower
— Railroad

— Cincinnati wholesaler
— Battaglia Brothers

— Horse wagon

— Covington household

4. Neighborhood Retailers

This is where the Battaglias fit.

The storefront on Main Street in Covington likely functioned as:
e Retail produce market
e Family headquarters

e Storage location
e Accounting office




The women often:

e Operated the store

e Managed customers

o Handled bookkeeping

e Prepared produce for sale
The men and older boys:

e Purchased inventory

e Loaded wagons

e Delivered produce

e Built customer relationships

This pattern was common among immigrant Italian families.

5. Home Delivery Routes

One of the most fascinating parts of the system.
Before supermarkets:

Customers expected produce to come to them.

Horse-drawn wagons followed regular routes through:

Covington
Newport
Ludlow
Bellevue

Drivers became known personally by residents.
The Battaglia brothers may have had customers who bought from them every week for decades.
When trucks arrived around 1910-1915:

e Routes expanded

e More weight could be carried

e More neighborhoods could be served

e Deliveries became faster

Your photograph captures exactly this transition.



Why Were Italians So Prominent in Produce?

This is a remarkable immigration story.

1. Familiarity with Produce Culture

Many Sicilian immigrants came from agricultural communities.
Near Termini Imerese and other Sicilian towns, families grew:
Citrus

Grapes

Figs

Olives
Vegetables

Produce was familiar work.

2. Low Barrier to Entry

A produce business required:

e Hard work

o Family labor

o Relationships
More than large amounts of capital.
A family could begin with:

e One wagon

e One horse

e Small inventory

Then grow steadily.

3. Family Labor Model

Italian immigrant businesses excelled because everyone participated.



Grandparents.

Parents.

Children.

Cousins.

Nephews.

Your photograph actually illustrates this perfectly.

The truck is filled not with employees but family members.

4. Community Networks

One successful Sicilian merchant would help:
e Brothers
e Cousins
e Neighbors from the same village

Find work.

This created clusters of produce dealers throughout Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky.

A Day in the Life of Battaglia Bros. (circa
1905)

Imagine Ignatius Battaglia before dawn.
3:30—4:00 AM

e Arrives at Cincinnati wholesale market.
e Purchases produce arriving overnight.

5:00 AM
e Crosses the suspension bridge into Covington.
6:00 AM

o Wagons loaded.



Morning
e Routes begin through Covington neighborhoods.
Noon

e Return to store.
¢ Reload.

Afternoon

e Additional deliveries and storefront sales.
Evening

o Family gathers.

« Books balanced.

e Orders planned for next day.

Six days a week.

Often seven.

Why This Fits the Keep Going, Keep Loving
Story

The Battaglias were not merely selling vegetables.
They were part of a vast economic ecosystem that stretched:

Sicilian villages

— Atlantic steamships

— Cincinnati rail yards

— Ohio River landings

— wholesale produce markets
— Main Street Covington

— neighborhood kitchens

Your family story mirrors the larger immigrant story:

The first generation arrived with little capital.



The second generation expanded with wagons.
The third generation bought trucks.
And within a few decades they helped feed an entire city.

That truck photograph is more than a family picture. It is evidence that the Battaglias became an
important link in one of the most essential supply chains in Cincinnati and Covington—the daily
movement of fresh food from farm to table. It is exactly the kind of story that belongs in the
"Historical Journeys" section of KeepGoingKeepLoving.com because it shows what immigrant
families built through persistence, family cooperation, and service to their community.
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