Your uploaded notes already point to several of the key factors: the political turmoil following
Napoleon, the rise of Bavarian rule, the Hambach Festival of 1832, censorship, taxation, and the
search for land.

What makes your family's story especially interesting is that the migration from Grosswallstadt

to Neuwallstadt, Indiana, occurred in 1832—1833, which was before the great German
immigration waves of 1848—1880. Your ancestors were among the early pioneers.

Why Did Families Leave Grosswallstadt?

1. Too Many People, Not Enough Land

For most families in Grosswallstadt, the biggest issue was probably not politics—it was
economics.

Grosswallstadt sits along the Main River near Aschaffenburg in Bavaria. For centuries families
farmed small plots of land. By the early 1800s:

e Population was growing.

e Farms were being divided among heirs.

e Many young men inherited too little land to support a family.

e Land prices increased.

o Taxes remained high.
A farmer might work just as hard as his grandfather but have only a fraction of the acreage.
America offered something Germany could not:

Land.

In Indiana, fertile acreage could be obtained for a small fraction of what comparable land cost in
Germany.

For a young Geis, Ripperger, Wagner, or Hensler family, the choice was compelling:

Stay and struggle on increasingly fragmented farms, or cross the ocean and own a large tract of
land.

2. The End of the Old World

The years between 1803 and 1815 completely reshaped southern Germany.



Before 1803, Grosswallstadt belonged to the powerful Archbishopric of Mainz, one of the great
ecclesiastical states of the Holy Roman Empire. As your notes mention, the town experienced
several rapid changes in government during these years.

Imagine being born in one country and, without moving an inch, finding yourself under several
different governments during your lifetime.

The sequence looked roughly like this:

Holy Roman Empire

Principality of Aschaffenburg

Grand Duchy of Frankfurt (Napoleonic period)
Kingdom of Bavaria

For ordinary people this meant:
e New rulers
o New taxes
e New laws
o Military obligations
e Economic uncertainty

The old stability that had existed for generations was gone.

3. The Aftermath of the Napoleonic Wars
Between 1792 and 1815 Europe was engulfed in almost constant warfare.
When Napoleon was finally defeated in 1815, the Congress of Vienna attempted to restore order.
But the settlement created a German Confederation made up of dozens of states.
Many Germans became frustrated because:
e Germany was not unified.
o Trade barriers existed between states.
o Different currencies were used.

o Different weights and measures complicated commerce.

One participant at Hambach complained that Germany was divided into numerous states with
different laws, currencies, and customs barriers. Your notes preserve this sentiment very well.

For farmers and merchants alike, these divisions hindered prosperity.



4. The Rise of Political Repression
The period from 1815 to 1848 became known as the Vormirz ("pre-March") era.

After the Congress of Vienna, Austrian statesman Prince Metternich sought to suppress liberal
and nationalist movements.

Throughout the German states:
e Newspapers were censored.
e Universities were monitored.
o Political meetings were restricted.

e Reform advocates were watched by police.

Your notes describe this era as one of censorship, surveillance, and repression, particularly under
Austria and Prussia.

While your ancestors may not have been political activists, they certainly lived in an atmosphere
where many people felt trapped between old aristocratic systems and hopes for reform.

5. The Hambach Festival of 1832

This event is especially important because it occurred only months before many of your
Grosswallstadt families departed.

The Hambach Festival gathered roughly 30,000 people in 1832. It was officially a festival but
became a massive demonstration for:

e Freedom of the press

o Constitutional government
e German unity

e Civil liberties

The black-red-gold colors that later became Germany's national colors were prominently
displayed.

The festival electrified German-speaking Europe.
Yet the government response was swift.

Authorities:



o Arrested activists

o Tightened censorship

o Increased surveillance

e Cracked down on reform movements

Your own observation that many Grosswallstadt emigrants left in 1833 immediately after this
period may not be coincidence.

Political frustration alone rarely caused a farming family to emigrate.

But political frustration combined with economic hardship often did.

6. Chain Migration: Following Friends and Relatives
One of the strongest forces behind emigration is often overlooked.
Once a few families successfully reached America, they wrote home.
Letters described:
e Cheap land
e Religious freedom
e Opportunity
o Existing German communities
Soon relatives followed.
Then neighbors followed.
Then entire villages followed.
That appears to be exactly what happened with Grosswallstadt.
The fact that multiple Geis, Ripperger, Wagner, and related families traveled during the same

period strongly suggests a chain migration pattern. They were not leaping into the unknown
alone. They were following people they knew and trusted.

Why Neuwallstadt, Indiana?

The answer is hidden in the name itself.

"Neuwallstadt" literally means:



"New Wallstadt."
The settlers were attempting to recreate the community they had left behind.
Like many German immigrant settlements:

o Families stayed together.

e They spoke German.

e They maintained Catholic traditions.

e They married within the community.

e They recreated familiar social networks.

They did not merely move.

They transplanted Grosswallstadt.

What Was Happening in Germany, 1815-1860?

1815-1830

e Congress of Vienna reorganizes Europe.

German Confederation created.

Metternich system suppresses reform movements.
Population growth pressures rural communities.
Agricultural land becomes scarce.

1830-1833

e French July Revolution inspires German reformers.
e Hambach Festival (1832).

e Government crackdown follows.

e Many early emigrants depart for America.

1834

e Zollverein customs union established.
o Economic integration begins.

18451847

e Crop failures and food shortages.
o Rural poverty worsens.
e Potato blight affects many regions.



1848

e Revolutions sweep Europe.
e Germans demand constitutions, rights, and national unity.
e Revolutions ultimately fail.

1850-1860

e Continued emigration to America.
o Industrialization begins changing German society.
o Millions continue leaving rural villages seeking opportunity abroad.

A Family-History Perspective

When I look at your Grosswallstadt ancestors, I suspect the decision was not driven by a single
dramatic event.

It was probably the accumulation of many pressures:

e Farms becoming too small.

e Population growth.

e Economic uncertainty.

o High taxes.

e Repeated changes in government.

o Political repression after 1815.

e The excitement and disappointment surrounding Hambach in 1832.
e Reports of abundant land in Indiana.

o Friends and relatives already making the journey.

The most powerful pull was likely the simplest one:

In Grosswallstadt, a young family might spend a lifetime trying to acquire enough land.

In Indiana, they could own it.

That promise was strong enough to carry them across the Atlantic, up the Ohio River, into the

Indiana wilderness, and ultimately into the community they proudly named Neuwallstadt—New
Wallstadt.
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