The 1860 census for Delhi Cincinnati shows my Hensler ancestors. They arrived in 1852. That
whole hillside in Delhi overlooking the Ohio River (below where Mt St Joseph sits today) had
farmers, horse traders, gardeners, and vine growers. Names appearing next to Hensler on the
1860 census include Hensler, Biggs, Rimer, Darby, Duhme, Shuman, Getz, Groutman, Lipps,
Gurman How many of these names have ties to the historical grape growing and Catawba wine
history of this region

This is a fascinating question, and I think the answer is quite a few of them. The stretch of
hillside below today's Mount St. Joseph was almost the ideal setting for vineyards in the 1850s—
steep south-facing slopes above the Ohio River, limestone soils, and a large German immigrant
population that already knew viticulture. During that decade, vineyards spread west from the
heart of the Cincinnati wine district into Delhi, Price Hill, and Green Township.

Here's how I would rank the names on your 1860 census page:

Family Connection to grape growing Confidence

Very likely. Charles A. Schumann was one of
Cincinnati's leading vineyardists and published the
famous 1845 grape-culture pamphlet. Whether your
Delhi Shumans are his immediate family or relatives
needs documentation, but the surname is strongly
associated with viticulture.

Shuman (Schumann) 188,08 8.9

Strong possibility. The Duhme family were prosperous
German immigrants with extensive landholdings and
Duhme business interests. Several members invested in 1. 8.0. 8 8¢
vineyards and wine culture during Cincinnati's wine
boom.

Good possibility. Lipps appears repeatedly in Delhi
Lipps Township records among German farming families, and % % % ¥ %
some owned hillside acreage suitable for vineyards.

Possible. German farming family; some Getz families
Getz in western Hamilton County cultivated grapes 18,8 8 8¢
commercially or as part of mixed farming.

Less likely to have specialized in grapes, though many

Biggs farmers maintained small vineyards for home wine. lolelatatal
Primarily farming; no strong published connection to
Darby commercial viticulture that I'm aware of. lalelatatal
. Similar—Ilikely general agriculture unless further
Rimer evidence emerges. ok ek
Groutman German surname; spelling should be verified. If this is
(Grothaus/Grautman?) actually Grothaus or a similar name, the family may 1.8 0 B 0

have horticultural ties.

Gurman Uncertain; spelling may have changed in transcription. s 3¢5 ¥



The neighborhood itself is the strongest clue
What strikes me is not simply the individual names but their location.
By 1860 this hillside was occupied by:

o market gardeners supplying Cincinnati,
o fruit growers,

o horse breeders,

e small dairy farms,

e and vineyard owners.

Those occupations often overlapped. A farmer might have:

e 15 acres of vegetables,

e an orchard,

o afew acres of Catawba grapes,

e horses for hauling produce to the city.

It was a diversified agricultural economy rather than specialized monoculture.
Your Henslers arrived at exactly the right time

Since your Hensler ancestors arrived in 1852, they entered Delhi during the height of
Cincinnati's wine boom.

Between roughly 1848 and 1860:

o Catawba wine was winning medals internationally.

o Hillsides all along the Ohio River were being planted.

e German immigrants brought vineyard knowledge from the Rhine, Baden, Wiirttemberg,
and Bavaria.

o Land values increased because south-facing hillsides suddenly became valuable vineyard

property.

Your ancestors would have been surrounded by neighbors experimenting with grapes, even if the
Henslers themselves remained primarily farmers.

I suspect we'll find that your Hensler family lived in the middle of one of the most productive
vineyard and horticultural neighborhoods in America during the golden age of Cincinnati wine.
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