Nelson George Hensler — A Birth That Became Official 43
Years Later

Nelson George Hensler came into the world on November 3, 1900, not in a hospital, but at his
family’s home on Ebenezer Road in Hamilton County, Ohio. His parents were Henry Louis
Hensler and Margaret Carroll Hensler, and the physician who attended the birth was Dr. G.
H. Musekamp.

At the turn of the twentieth century, a birth at home was hardly unusual. Neither was it unusual
for the official record of that birth to be incomplete—or, as happened in Nelson’s case,
apparently never filed at all.

A young family—and a mystery

Nelson's parents had been married only a little
more than two years. Margaret Carroll
married Henry Louis Hensler on October
12, 1898, and their son Nelson arrived in
November 1900. A surviving photograph
shows Margaret as a young bride on her
wedding day.
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But Margaret then seems to disappear from

the surviving family record.

Nelson's parents

There is a possibility that she died in 1900,

perhaps from complications associated e
with Nelson's birth, although the evidence > a
collected so far does not establish that. No 1

death certificate or burial record for Margaret :
has yet been found. Nelson G Irmina Marie
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That uncertainty makes Nelson's birth record especially poignant. The document tells us when
and where he was born and names Margaret as his mother, but it cannot tell us what happened to
her afterward.

The doctor who came to the house

One small detail helps bring the scene to life.

The physician who attended Margaret and delivered Nelson at the Hensler home was Dr. G. H.
Musekamp. The biographical clipping preserved on page 3 describes Musekamp as a well-



known physician from Cheviot, Ohio, educated at the Ohio Medical College and practicing in
the Cincinnati area.

So we can imagine that November day in 1900: not a maternity ward, but the Hensler home on
Ebenezer Road, with Dr. Musekamp arriving to attend Margaret as Nelson was born.

Forty-three years later

For reasons we may never know, Nelson apparently reached adulthood without a conventional
birth certificate.




Then, in 1943, when Nelson was about 43 years old, the matter reached the Probate Court of
Hamilton County. The remarkable document preserved on page 1 is a court order establishing
the facts of Nelson's birth so that an official birth record could finally be created.

In other words, this wasn't a birth certificate written shortly after a baby was born.

It was a legal reconstruction of a birth that had occurred more than four decades earlier.

The court gathered evidence, considered testimony, and formally established that Nelson George
Hensler had been born on November 3, 1900, to Henry Louis Hensler and Margaret Carroll
Hensler. Only then could the state create the record that ordinarily would have been made when

he was an infant.

Two brides, a generation apart

There is another intriguing visual connection in the family photographs.

Page 2 places Margaret Carroll Hensler's 1898 wedding portrait beside the later wedding portrait
of Irmina Boller Hensler. The resemblance in the photographs is striking: both women stand
beside what appears to be a very similar ornate staircase or studio prop and are posed in much
the same manner.



The photographs raise an appealing family-history question: Were they taken in the same
Cincinnati-area photographic studio, perhaps even using the same staircase set, roughly
twenty years apart?

The photographs alone can't establish that, but the similarity is strong enough to make the
question worth investigating.

What the document really preserves
The 1943 court order does more than establish Nelson Hensler's birthday.

It gives us a small window into a family moment in 1900: Henry and Margaret Hensler living on
Ebenezer Road; Margaret giving birth at home; Dr. Musekamp attending her; and baby Nelson
beginning a life whose official beginning would not be recorded until 43 years later.

And behind that record remains the unresolved —

story of Margaret Carroll Hensler.

She appears in a beautiful photograph as a bride in
1898. Two years later, she appears in the record as
Nelson's mother. Then the documentary trail, at
least so far, grows quiet.

That may ultimately be the most compelling part of
the story. The 1943 court proceeding successfully
answered one question—when and where was
Nelson George Hensler born while leaving
another family mystery still waiting to be solved:

What happened to Margaret?




This is the doctor who attended the (at-home) birth of Nelson George Hensler in 1900.
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G. H. Musekamp, M. D, Dr. George Henry Musekamp, the
well-known and highly successful physician of Cheviot, Ohio, was
born in that city September 3, 1862, a son ol George H. W. Muse-
kamp and Elizabeth (Hilge) Musekamp. There he passed his boy-
hood and received his early education, later taking up the study of
medicine at the Ohio Medical College, from which he was graduated
with the class of 1884, with the degree of Doctor of Medicine.
Returning to his native town, Dr. Musekamp began his practice in
company with his father, and continued in this way until 18go.
In that year he removed to Dent, Ohio, and established himself in
practice there, where he continued successfully until 1913, He
then returned to Cheviot, where he now ranks among the most
able and prominent of its physicians. In politics, Dr. Musckamyp
takes a keen interest and is a stanch upholder of the Republicam
party. He has also held the office of township treasurer for several
years. In fraternal organizations, Dr, Musekamp is a valued mem-
ber of the Knights of Pythias and the Junior Order of American
Mechanics. On April 3, 1890, Dr. Musekamp was united in mar-
riage with Miss Alice Jeffers, a daughter of Thomas E. and Fliza
(Carson) Jeffers, of Cheviot, Ohio. To this union have been horn
two children, Ray, who resides at home, and Ethel, who is the wife
of Carl Linden, of Hyde Park, Cincinnati, Ohio, and 1s the mother
of a son, Carl, Jr.
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